
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW TO START IN 
THE NFT SPACES.

2022



2

In the following guide, I’ll go through everything 
I believe is important to know and investigate 
if you want to get into the NFT market, both as 
a creative and as a beginner investor. This is a 
world that is always changing, full of many op-
portunities and risks. 

THIS IS NOT FINANCIAL ADVICE; DO YOUR OWN 
RESEARCH BEFORE TRYING ANYTHING IN THIS 
GUIDE.

@aliusirene

@aliusirene.nft

@aliusirene

https://www.instagram.com/aliusirene/
https://discord.gg/VRrPsBX9HE
https://twitter.com/aliusirene
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Before introducing NFTs, I believe it is vital to understand 
some basic concepts, one of which is the Web.3. I’m sure 

you’ve heard of the Web.3 era, but what is it and how does it 
differ from Web.1 and Web.2?

Web 1 - according to Berners-Lee, is the “read-only web.” 
It is the early web that allowed us to search for informa-
tion and read it only. There was very little in the way of 

user interaction or content generation.

Web 2 - as Berners-Lee described it, is the or the “read-
write” web, in which users can interact, participate and 
share information and content. Web 2 is the era of so-
cial media and advertising. Most of the internet is con-
trolled by a central authority such as Google and Face-
book, which can access your personal information and 

collect your data.

Web 3 - it refers to a decentralized online ecosystem 
based on the blockchain. Platforms and apps built on 
Web3 won’t be owned by a central gatekeeper, but rather 
by the users themselves, who would earn their ownership 
stake by contributing to the development and mainte-
nance of those services. In other words Web3 aims to 
make the web more equitable by allowing the greater 
public to be involved in its operation, becoming more 

transparent in how it is run.
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What is a Blockchain?

A Blockchain is a special kind of database. It is a system of re-
cording information in a way that makes it difficult or impossible 
to change, hack, or cheat the system. Blockchain stores informa-
tion in batches called blocks and they allow each digital asset 
to be verified. The main goal of blockchain is to allow digital in-
formation to be recorded and distributed, but not edited.

collection of records linked to each other strongly resistant to alter-
ation and protected using 
cryptography

NFTs are powered by smart contract on blockchains and can 
be purchased with cryptocurrency. In other words, the blockchain 
technology allow NFTs to be owned and sold as tokanised unique 
digital assets in a way that everyone can verify the ownership 
history. 

What is a smart contract?

Accordingly to the IMB, smart contracts are ‘digital contracts 
stored on a blockchain that are automatically executed when 
predetermined terms and conditions are met’. Think of it as an 
‘agreement’ protected by the blockchain.
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What are cryptocurrencies?

A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency that is se-
cured by cryptography, which makes it nearly impossible to 
hack. 

Cryptocurrencies are usually decentralized networks based 
on blockchain technology. Decentralized and digital curren-
cy all refer to bank-free methods of transferring wealth or 
ownership of any other commodity without needing a third 
party. 

Created by Satoshi Nakamoto in 2008 to facilitate instant 
payment, Bitcoin is the most popular and valuable cryptocur-
rency, but there are thousands of cryptocurrencies present in 
the market today, and each of them claims to have a different 
function and specification.  While bitcoin was created as an 
alternative to national currencies and thus aspires to be a 
medium of exchange and a store of value, Ethereum was in-
tended as a platform to facilitate immutable, programmat-
ic contracts and applications via its own currency. In other 
words, Ethereum is a digital platform that allows people to 
build a range of decentralised applications without control, or 
interference from a third party.

NFTs are bought and sold with cryptocurrency. The first and 
biggest blockchain that support NFTs is Ethereum, which 

uses Ether cryptocurrency. 

https://ethereum.org/en/
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Now that you understand the fundamentals of Web.3 
and Crypto, let’s get into more detail about NFT.

For example, BITCOIN is fungible; 
you can trade 1 btc for another 
btc and have exaclty the same 
thing. However, a one of a kind 
trading card is non-fungible, and 
if you trade it for another one of 
a kind trading card you will have 
different things.

NFT stands for Non-fungible token. 
But what does that means?

“Non-fungible” means that it’s 
unique and can’t be
replaced with something else. 

An NFT is authentic, and have a proof of ownership, they can 
only have one official ower at the time. No one can modify 
the record of ownership or copy/paste an existing NFT. Each 
NFT has a token ID which it is assigned to the asset the mo-
ment it get minted on the blockcain.

Anything can be sold as an NFT; a digital artwork, collectibles, 
gifs, music, a video, a service.
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If you create an NFT:
• You can easily prove you’re the creator.
• You can verify the ownership and see its ownership 

history 
• You determine the scarcity and its rarity.
• You can earn royalties every time it’s sold.
• As there is no need for third parties to be involved, the art-

ist can sell their assets straight to the buyer and this is not 
always obvious. For example musician, you can sell your 
music directly to the person avoiding to go through a label 
or any third party.

• If you are a digital artist you are finally able to sell your 
artwork as an original unique piece.

WHY DO NFTs HAVE VALUE FOR CREATORS?

Now the first questions that 
everyone would think of is; 
how do the creators know 
if I screenshot the image 
and use it as I want? They 
wouldn’t. However, you could 
be hiring a very good paint-
er who is going to repaint 
the Gioconda exactly as the 
original one and Da Vinci 
would never know. That is 

still not the original Gioconda and it definitely wouldn’t be 
worth as much.

Next question which arises; why people are spending millions 
on these jpgs and digital assets?
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Why People are spending million on NFTs?

• NFTS are becoming a status symbol. 
• Good NFT project have great resale value, and it’s (thus 

far) an investment.
• They are scarce. Usually NFTs collections have a limited 

number of collectible, and each collectible is a verified 1 
of 1 (meaning there are no other jpg/artwork on the block-
chain that are exactly the same).

• They have utilities - such as membership, event access, 
courses, and moreover, you become part of a community. 
For example if you own a Bored Ape, the tokens act as ID 
cards to an online clubhouse designed to look like a cool 
dive bar and even real-world private events.

• They can be use in gaming (for example you can buy game 
assets or game charachters as NFTs)

• They can be used in the Metaverse*.
• When you buy an NFT you are also investing in the project/

artist behind it.

*What is the Metaverse? It is a 3D virtual universe in which 
users can interact with each other, participate in activities, 
work for  real profits, buy properties, own assets, play virtual 
game and many other things. 
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Let’s see 2 different examples of good NFT project with 
great utilities:
Some NFT collection have their own crypto currency and allow 
the owner to earn money daily just by owing the artwork.

For example if you own a Cyberkongz, which are gaming NFTs, 
you earn 10 $Banana per day. At the time this information 
was written, one Banana is worth around $47, meaning that 
just by owning one of these collectibles, you would be earning 
around $450 worth of banana crypto coins that can be sold for 
immediate value.

https://www.cyberkongz.com/

VeeFriends NFT is a 
ticket to Gary V’s mul-
ti-day super confer-
ence, to which only 
holders of VeeFriends 
tokens have access. 
VeeCon is the world’s 
first NFT ticketed con-
ference. If you don’t 

follow Gary Vee I highly reccommend to do so, he is a  big en-
trepenuar who has a massive influence into the NFT space.



11

Let’s explore some of the most famouse and different NFT 
sold and their value:

One of the oldest NFT collection, Cryptopunks are pixel art 
characters on Ethereum’s blockchain created by a Cana-
da-based developer duo who run Larva Labs. A total of 10,000 
Cryptopunks were created or algorithmically generated with 
code in June 2017. Initially, they were free for anyone to ac-
quire with an ETH wallet.

Bored Ape Yacht Club NFT 
collection that’s truly de-
fined where the trend has 
gone in 2021, created by 
Seneca , The exclusive col-
lection of 10,000 unique 
apes has skyrocketed in 
popularity and value. The 
current floor price of the 
Bored Ape Yacht Club pro-
ject is about 107 ETH. 

https://opensea.io/collection/cryptopunks

https://opensea.io/collection/boredapeyachtclub
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An NFT JPEG of a Rock Sold 
for 1.3 million USD. The 
‘artwork’ come from Ether-
Rock, a brand of crypto col-
lectible that’s been around 
since 2017 – making it one 
of the oldest non-fungible 
tokens (NFTs) on the block.

Will Smith slapping 
Chris Rock at the Os-
cars has been made 
into an NFT collection. 
Opensea marketplace 
user ‘Will Smith Slap 
DAO’ has sold 730 so 
far for $7 – $300.

Nas has released NFT tokens in 
limited quantities, and owners 
of these tokens will
have a percentage of the music 
royalties his two songs “Rare” 
and “Ultra Black”. Similarly, 
many other musicians are em-
bracing the NFT world, provid-
ing benefits to their fans such 
as backstage passes, music 
royalties, signed merchandise, 
and more.
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Some of the most expensive NFT artwork ever sold:

The EverLasting Beautiful by FEWOCiOUS
$550,000, March 2021, Nifty Gateway

Chris Torres
Nyan Cat (GIF), $561,000, February, 2021, Foundation
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Beeple, Crossroads
$6.6 million, February 2021, Nifty Gateway

Beeple, Everydays—The First 5000 Days
$69 million, March 2021, Christie’s
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Trevor Jones, Bitcoin Angel
$3.2 million, Nifty Gateway, February 2021

Trevor Jones,
Bitcoin Angel
$3.2 million, 
Nifty Gateway, 
February 2021
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WHAT ARE GAS FEES?

Gas represents the transaction costs incurred when making a 
transaction on the blockchain, for example when you buy/sell 
an NFT . Consider it a processing fee with a varying price.

The price of gas is dependent on the amount of blockchain traf-
fic at the time. The higher the traffic, the higher the price to make 
a transaction go through. Different blockchains have different gas 
fee costs; for example, ethereum, the very first NFT blockchain, 
is recognised for having a large gas fee; newer projects, such as 
Solana, have lower costs.
The speed of your transaction is de-
pendent on the amount of gas that 
you choose to pay. You can pay more 
for faster processing of your transaction, 
or pay less for slower processing. Gas 
is essentially a request to the Ethere-
um blockchain miners to prioritise your 
transaction over others. ‘Mining’ is the 
process of creating a block of transac-
tions to be added to the Ethereum block-
chain.
There are tricks and websites you can refer to if you want to re-
duce gas fee costs or if,  you are lucky, avoid them; for exaple us-
ing Polygon blockchain.

https://polygon.technology/
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What platform can I use to buy and/or sell NFTs?

There are numerous online marketplaces where you can purchase 
and trade NFTs. In this guide, I’ll go through the most common 
ones as well as a few that I think are important to know about 
if you want to start selling NFTs or investing in them.  There are 
plenty of NFT platforms out there, and different marketplaces live 
and work on different blockchains; let’s explore some of them.

OPENSEA

Opensea is the largest decentralized NFT 
marketspace which allow users to buy and 
sell digital assets on the blockchain. Its sup-
ports Ethereum and Polygon blockchain, and 
it is now also integrating Solana. It has an 
amazing begginers friendly descriptive user 
guide which I reccommend to check out. 

RERIBLE

Rerible, like OpenSea, is a big marketplace 
for all kinds of NFTs. On the site, you can buy, 
sell, or create all kinds of art, movies, collect-
ibles, and music. However, unlike OpenSea, 
you’ll have to purchase and sell using the 
marketplace’s own token, Rerible . Rerible is 
built on the Ethereum blockchain.

https://opensea.io/
https://rarible.com/
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SOLSEA AND SOLANART

Open marketplaces based on the 
Solana network that allows any to 
create, sell and buy Solana-based 
NFTs. You need to integrate a 
Phanton wallet in your browser.

Solana is one of the fastest, 
cheapest and most ecofriendly 
blockchain in the world and the 
fastest growing ecosystem in cryp-
to, with over 400 projects spanning 

SUPERRARE AND NIFTYGATEWAY

Both supported by Ethereum block-
chain, Superare and Nifty Gateway 
are more exclusive marketplace 
suited for established artists. If you 
want to start selling your own NFT 
here you need to go through a long 
application, which is very hard to 
pass.

https://phantom.app/download
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VEVE

VEVE is the first platform to offer argumente reality NFTs from 
brands such as Marvel, DC, Disney, Star Wars and Pixar. You can 
buy and resell their NFTs but you cannot mint your own one. 
The app is very intuitive and easy to use, and I personally be-
lieve this is a good long term investment.

Veve is backed up by the OMI token and lives on the Ethereum 
blockchain.
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To open an account on Opensea you will need a digital wallet 
as Metamask, where you can keep your Ethereum and store 
your NFTs. 

You will need to install Metamask extention for your browser 
from the official website

Once you have installed Meta-
mask and added the extention, 
click on the Metamask icon in 
your browser’s toolbar to open 
the app. Then, click on “Get 
Started.”

Select “Create a Wallet” to 
make a new Ethereum wallet 
and agree with the term and 
conditions.

After creating your password 
(you can recover your wallet 
even if you lose your pass-
word)

How do I install my first crypto digital wallet?

https://metamask.io/download/
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Click on the grey area to unlock your seed phrase then click on 
your seed phrase’s words in the right order and confirm. Keep 
this seed phrase somewhere secure and do not reveal this with 
anybody else; be aware that nobody will ever ask you for the 
key unless it is a scam. If you lose your seed phrase you won’t 
be able to access your wallet again. 

You are now ready to buy or transfer Ethereum using your wal-
let and purchase your first NFT. You can also download Metam-
ask on your phone and access your account from there.
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The NFT space is very competitive and it is important to build your 
image as an artist before planning to put your NFTs out there. 
Have a marketing strategy ready, as well as your social platforms 
and website. You will need to build a community; the most com-
mon social platform to do that in this space are the following:

• Discord (is the platform where all NFT projects, artists, networks, 
groups, and even marketplaces like OpenSea communicate with 
their communities)

• Twitter
• Instagram
• Telegram
• Tiktok

• What blockchain do I want to mint 
on?

• How many pieces do I need to re-
lease and how much do I want to 
sell my NFT for? (considering the 
gas fee cost)

• Why my collection will have 
value in 6 months? What does 
my collection offer to the per-
son that owns it long term?

• What is the purpose of your NFT 
project and why do you want to tell people about it?

TIPS FOR CREATIVES WHO WANT TO START SELLING THEIR NFTS:

It is important that you answer some basic questions before start 
selling your NFTs:
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Pro and cons of the NFT space

• Like other types of investments, there’s 
always a good potential for growth in 
your investment’s value when purchas-
ing NFTs. If you do a solid research and 
buy the right one, you can resell it for 
massive profits.

• NFTs could be a good way to make 
money for business and digital artists; 
creators earn money and communicate 
directly to their costumers without 
needing middlemen.

• One of the best advantages of NFTs 
technology is that it lets content cre-
ators and artists retain their full copy-
right. The artist can earn royalties every 
time the NFT is sold to a new owner.

• The biggest pros 
of NFTs is that the 
blockchain is extreme-
ly safe. Since it’s a 
network instead of 
a central or basic 
authority, you can 
easily trust the 
system.

• The risk is one of the first cons of NFTs. 
It’s especially true if you aren’t diligent 
enough to do your research before 
putting money into them. There is not 
garantee an NFT you have purchased 
will resell for a higher value or will 
resell at all.

• The blockchain is complicated and irre-
versable. If you do any mistake or you 
send cypto/digital token to the wrong 
address you will loose your money/nfts.

• Trading NFTs isn’t an environ-
ment-friendly process and NFT trans-
actions have significant impact on 
environment. Any record added to the 
Ethereum blockchain needs intensive 
computing, which requires the use of 
enormous amounts of energy; this will 
hopefully change with ETH2, an upgrade  
to the Ethereum network (which should 
be happeing this summer 2022), that 
aims to improve the network’s security 
and scalability.

• A NFT's owner has no control over 
its distribution or duplication across 
platforms. The term "ownership" simply 
refers to the possession of the genuine 
NFT. The owner cannot stop the produc-
tion of prints and copies.

• The NFT and Crypto space are full of 
scams. Make sure you do your own re-
search and ensure that the NFT you are 
buying is an original.
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How to avoid scams and do solid research

Scams involving NFTs are a reality. As more people become 
familiar with this new technology and revenue stream, we 
can expect to see an increase of scams in the NFT space. 
You can avoid them by conducting simple research, such 
as checking the creator’s social media accounts, looking at 
their history on NFT marketplaces, and following links to the 
project. You can check LinkedIn as well; a good development 
team will post their experience and associations. 

To ensure the authenticity of the art, conduct a reverse Goog-
le image search. The NFT marketplace will also provide seller 
verification.  Before buying any NFT from projects that are 
already established in the space, look for a blue tick which 
show the project are verified .  Always join the project’s dis-
cord and ask questions to the community if you are unsure 
about something.
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NFT Vocabolary

Minting

When you ‘mint’ an NFT, you are officially ‘giving life’ to a digital to-
kenised asset on a blockchain and creating a smart contract. In other 
word, ‘minting’ is the act of creating an NFT.

Airdop

Airdrop is the term used to refer to bonuses or free collectables. This is 
a way of promoting a new NFT or adding to the popularity of an exist-
ing one.

Drop

When you ‘drop’ an NFT collection it means it get launched or released 
and is available for purchase.

Flipping

‘Flipping’ an NFT is when a trader buys and sells them making profits.

Floor price

The floor price is an NFT collection starting price and it could be in 
constant change, depending on how the collection/project is perform-
ing.

Staking

‘Staking’ is when holders ‘lock up’ their collections or crypto for a peri-
od to earn a better return on investment.
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The NFT and Crypto space is a massive one, full of opportunities as 
well as risks. If you want to jump in this new world, have support 
and built your confidence or want to learn more about how to be-
come a digital artist you can book a free call through my website. 

It is not too late to start; we are still into the early adoption phase 
and NFTs and blockchain are the way of the future. If you’re a cre-
ative or simply someone who’s ahead of the game, my support is 
just what you need to get started in the NFT space!

You can book a one to one with me HERE.

@aliusirene

@aliusirene.nft

@aliusirene

https://www.aliusirene.com/nft-mentoring-and-support
https://www.aliusirene.com/nft-mentoring-and-support
https://www.instagram.com/aliusirene/
https://discord.gg/VRrPsBX9HE
https://twitter.com/aliusirene
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Check out my NFT here.

Here my latest ‘Excitata’ collection for Herniverse

If you are interested in buying any of my artwork I am offering 
1 hour one to one free mentoring to deep you into the Web.3 
space and help you buying your first ever NFT. Contact me at 
aliusirene@gmail.com .

Join my discord to keep up with my community and ask all the 
questions you need.

https://opensea.io/AliusIrene?tab=created_collections
https://opensea.io/collection/excitatabyaliusirene
https://discord.gg/VRrPsBX9HE

